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On Tuesday of last week, it was wonderful to host our 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening and to meet parents in person. 
I do hope parents found the evening useful. We have 

gathered the feedback from the evening, and every other 
Parents’ Evening. I will be reading through the forms submit-
ted to pass on the positive feedback, as well as to action any 
points raised. Parents’ support and feedback is much appre-
ciated and continues to help us, as a school, reflect and plan 
for the future. I know my colleagues also appreciate the many 

kind words and written comments from parents.

I also welcomed our Year 6 pupils on New Intake day. It was wonderful to 
welcome over 190 pupils and parents to our community. As a school, we are 
aiming to cap our intake from September 2017, therefore providing addi-
tional places for those applying next year, while also ensuring the school 
remains relatively small and each and every pupils is known and cared for as 
an individual. For me, remaining small is an essential part of ensuring we can 
build those relationships and create a community with a shared vision and 
purpose. Our prospective pupils also looked wonderful as they tried on their 
new uniform and collected their new school ties, which indicate their House.

The Summer Soiree was simply brilliant. With Stamford Bridge and Pockling-
ton Junior School, we celebrated the talents of our young people, had an 
excellent evening and thoroughly enjoyed the great music and dance. This 
was the first year we’ve sought to use our stunning location and to place 
the stage on the sports field. With views over the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds 
and children running around the field playing games while parents sat on 
rugs, deck chairs and enjoyed picnics, it was wonderful. I would, of course, 
like to say a huge thank you to all of the children who performed, the many 
hundreds of parents who attended and the large number of people who 
joined us from our wider community. I would especially though, like to thank 
all of the Performing Arts staff, most of whom had spent many months 
preparing and then did not leave the site until around 3am. We are looking 
forward to next year and I know the team are already hoping to grow the 
event into one of Pocklington’s key festivals.

As we come to the end of this academic year our school is graded as ‘Good’ 
by Ofsted in all categories. We are now the second highest performing 
school in the East Riding and third in York. We have been identified as one 
of the top thirty highest performing schools in Yorkshire and selected as 
one of the ‘Top 100’ schools in the country and hope to appear as one of ten 
schools in a national publication celebrating excellence in education.

I’m looking forward to the re-introduction of our House system and our new rewards system in September, and over 
the next academic year we will, as a community, continue to recognise, celebrate and create new opportunities for 
our children. I am excited by our plans for next year and I am especially looking forward to the introduction of our 
new school House system and rewards. For me, bringing our year groups together, led by our exceptional Sixth Form 
students, celebrating what makes our community great by recognising those qualities of great merit, character and 
value, is a vital part of the experience and education we wish to provide for our children. The incorporation of our 
traditional motto into our school emblem may look back to those founding principles, but it also charts a course for 
our work over the years to come.

I would like to end by thanking pupils, parents and my colleagues for your support, commitment to this school and 
for being part of our community. We have many great accomplishments to celebrate this year and none of those 
would be possible without the support and hard work of all.

 I do hope you find some time to enjoy the summer and to be with your family and, once again, thank you.

Welcome

HeadteacHer’s Welcome

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

Key dates

autumn term 2016
7th September - 21St october

31St october - 16th December

spring term 2017
3th January - 16th February

27tH February - 7tH april

summer term 2017
24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

staFF training 
days

25th & 26th July 2016
5th September 2016
6th September 2016
17th February 2017

24th July 2017
25th July 2017
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The Four Sessions

Practical information

1:  Being a parent of a teenager ;  
The role of parents for teenagers ;  
Responding to difficult feelings

2:  Understanding your teenager ;  
Understanding teenage development ;  
Parenting styles ; Praise and criticism

3:  Communicating with your teenager ;  
Talking and listening ; Communicating clearly ;  
Handling difficult issues

4:  Managing conflict ;  
Rules and boundaries ;  
Choosing how to respond ;  
Problem solving

There are four 2-hour  
sessions over four weeks

10-20 parents are invited and  
there are two Family Links 

trained group leaders

Partners are welcome and it’s  
also fine to come on your own  

or with another relative or friend

You’ll get the most out of the  
Programme if you come to  

all four sessions.

What is
Talking Teens?

Teenagers are rewarding, stimulating and  
fun, but being a parent of one can  

be stressful and challenging.

The Talking Teens Parent Group helps 
deal with those challenges so you can 

have a calmer, happier family life.

A tried and tested Programme, it helps 
us think about what we do, why we 

do it and how it makes us feel and looks
at questions that many parents have, like :

Inside every 
teenager

is a child and 
an adult

It’s not 
what you 
say; it’s 

what they 
hear

Why do they 
always sleep in  

so late?

How can I stop 
my child always 

getting the  
last word?

Why don’t they
want to tell me

how they’re 
feeling?

Can I do anything
to help them  
argue less?

What’s
normal?

talKing teens

A parenting programme will be offered in the Autumn term  at the Children's Centre next to Woldgate School. It will 
be facilitated by Educational Welfare Officers, Ruth Ibbetson and Sam Lawson. The programme looks to give advice 
and support to any parent who feel it would be beneficial.

'Teenagers are rewarding, stimulating and fun, but being a parent of one can be stressful and challenging.  The Talk-
ing Teens Parent Group helps deal with those challenges so you can have a calmer, happier family life. A tried and 
tested Programme, it helps us think about what we do, why we do it and how it makes us feel and looks at questions 
that many parents have.'

Woldgate musical 2016
We in tHe perForming arts department 

are pleased to announce tHat next year’s 
musical Will be dolly parton’s ‘9 to 5’.

all tHose WisHing to taKe part sHould 
attend tHe WorKsHop session aFter 

scHool on monday 12tH september.

auditions For lead roles Will 
taKe place aFter scHool on 

Wednesday 14tH september.

perFormances Will be at 7:30pm on 29tH, 
30tH november & 1st, 2nd december.

to participate you Will need to also attend reHeasals 
all day on 26tH, 27tH, 28tH & 29tH november.
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september
Bake Off, Year 7 Study Skills, Paris

october
Art Visit to Hepworth Gallery and 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park
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november
Oklahoma! Yeow!

december
Christmas Concert & Services
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January
The Deep, Year 10 Theatre in Education

February
Supergrid Challenge, IAG Day
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marcH
Mock Interviews, Berlin Visit

april
Shakespeare Week, Drama Assessments,
Girls Rugby
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may
Orchestral Concerts, D of E,
Charity Stalls, Sixth Form Leavers Afternoon

June
Festival of Sport, Art Exhibition
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July
Sports Day, Youth Theatre, 
Sixth Form  Prom
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summer soiree
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Woldgate School & Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.eriding.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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